
What is BIT?  
 
The California Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 
1988, commonly referred to as the Biennial Inspection 
of Terminals (BIT) Program, was enacted by the 
California Legislature in an effort to alleviate the 
growing number of truck related collisions on 
California’s highways. Primarily, the intent is to ensure 
every truck terminal throughout the state is inspected by 

the California Highway 
Patrol (CHP) on a regular 
basis, thereby creating a 
level field for all motor 
carriers statewide. 

 
Terminal inspections have been conducted by the CHP 
since 1965 as a tool to determine if motor carriers are 
complying with Motor Carrier Safety regulations on an 
on-going basis, particularly with regard to the legal 
requirement to maintain commercial motor vehicles 
according to a scheduled maintenance (preventive 
maintenance) program. Each motor carrier is permitted 
to establish his or her own maintenance program. The 
CHP’s role is to determine whether carriers’ selected 
maintenance schedules are adequate to prevent collisions 
or mechanical breakdowns involving the vehicles, and 
all required maintenance and driver records are prepared 
and retained as required by law. These same basic 
requirements are applied to all carriers, large and small. 
 
The California Vehicle Code requires any person or 
organization directing the operation of certain trucks 
and/or trailers to participate in the BIT Program. The law 
requires the CHP to inspect California truck terminals 
every 25 months. 
 
The Inspection:  During a BIT inspection, CHP Motor 
Carrier Specialist (MCS) personnel will inspect a sample 
of regulated vehicles, maintenance records of the 
vehicles, and driver records to determine if the motor 
carrier is in compliance with applicable motor carrier 
safety related statutes and regulations. If the motor 
carrier transports hazardous materials or hazardous 
waste, relevant hazardous materials records and safety 
practices will also be inspected. 
 
The Ratings:  MCS personnel do not issue citations for 
violations discovered. Instead, a safety compliance 
rating is assigned in each category: regulated vehicles; 
maintenance program; driver records; and hazardous 
materials (if applicable).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
The ratings are either “satisfactory” or “unsatisfactory.” 
A “conditional” rating may be issued under limited 
circumstances on re-inspections. 
 
If each category is rated satisfactory, the composite 
terminal rating is satisfactory, and the next inspection 
should take place within 25 months. If any category is 
rated unsatisfactory, the motor carrier is informed that 
there is an unsatisfactory condition, specific direction is 
given to correct the unsatisfactory condition, and a re-
inspection will be scheduled within 120 days to ensure 
the motor carrier has corrected the unsatisfactory 
condition. 
 
Unless the department’s evaluation of the motor carrier’s 
safety record indicates a declining level of compliance, a 
terminal that has attained two consecutive satisfactory 
BIT ratings is eligible for an Administrative Review in 
lieu of the next required 
inspection, unless the 
terminal has received an 
unsatisfactory compliance 
rating as a result of an 
inspection conducted in 
the interim between the consecutive inspections.  
 
An administrative review is a shorter process not 
including vehicles, equipment or drivers records but 
focusing on controlled substance and alcohol procedures 
including training, testing, documentation and the annual 
summary. 
 
Due to previously receiving two consecutive satisfactory 
ratings, an Administrative Review was granted and 
conducted in July, 2012.  
 
States Logistics Services, Inc. continues its safety and 
regulations performance while enjoying yet another 
satisfactory rating.  
 
 
 

 

STATES LOGISTICS SERVICES, INC. 
INSPECTION HISTORY 

 

Inspection Date Rating 
BIT / Safety Compliance  6/2/2008 Satisfactory 
BIT / Safety Compliance 6/22/2010 Satisfactory 
BIT / Administrative Review 7/3/2012 Satisfactory 
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